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Celebrating Charles Wesley

C harles Wesley, Chares Wesley and more Charles
Wesley — the participants of the Sixth Annual Historcal
Convocagon of the TUMC were immersed in the hife,
theology, ministry and most importantly, the postry
and hymns of United Methodizm’s co-founder, the
Rew Charles Wesley All who attended were able to smg
or hear sung therr favorite Wesley hymn at least once
durng the Convocaton. P:ruﬂpi.ttr: gathered at the
4-H Center in Chevy Chasze, MD for dayvtime meeangs
and workshops, wallong or nding across the smeet o
Chevy Chase UMC for evening prezentations and

Sunday morming worship.

Those who arrved on Thursday, along wath the
members of the General Commission on Archives
and History (GCAH) had the privilege attending a
presentation by Earl Heinz Vaigt, the firse of owo
2007 Distmgizhed Service Award recipients. Dir.
Woigt 15 2 United Methodize pastor from Germanmy
and has wnitten extenzively on German Methodism.
He presented a paper enatled, “John Heyl Vincenc A
Endge Buillder Between Denomimations, Confesaons,
Contmnents and Cultures.™ This was Dr Viogt's firsc
lecture in English to an English spealong andience and
was very well done.

The Comocation opened officially on Friday
afternoon with two excellent presentafons on Charles
Weszley by Dr Timothy MeQwban, and D Earen
Westerfield- Tucker After dinmer we boarded buses
for Asbury UMC in downtown Washington, DUC.
where HSUMC President Pat Thompson presented
two awards. The first 15 a new award, estabhshed ths
vear, the Mimstry of Memory Award | to be given to
an indmadual who has done outstandimg work n some
aspect of UM history at the local church, conference or
qunsdictional level. The 2007 award was presented to
Lomize Robmson, 2 member of Asbury UMC, for her
excellent service at all three levels of the church. The
second annual Saddlebag Selection Award, prven for
an outstandmg publication related to United Methodist
hnstory;, was presented to the Rewv John Tyson, for s
bool, In the Adidst of Early Adethodism- Lady Fntmpdon and
Har Corragpondimee. Following the awards the “Frnends of
Charles Wesley Choir™ gathered by Dr Eileen Guenther

associate professor at Wesley Theological Semumary
presented ‘A Fesoval of Music: Charles Wesley ac 300
— Texts of Charles Wesley Set by Composers of our

Tone.™ This was an ex::e]fem and inspinng concert oo
end the first day of the Commocation.

On Saturday morning partcipants had the
opportumty to chose from two addinonal workshops
related to Wesley, two workshops on aspects of
African American history or a most iInteresting tour
of Washington, D.C. United Methodist | (ot former
MMethodist) churches and United Methodist historic sites
led by Jane Donovan. Duning the afternoon owo more
excellent presentanons by Dr. Denms Dickerson and Dir.
Thomas B Albin EDInF].E-I.‘Ed the plenary sezgons. In the
evening the second 2007 Distanguiched Service Award
was presented to Dre 5. T Kimborough, Jr, who gave a
wonderful solo concert of rendinons of Charles Wesley
poems and hymns set to musac by either himself or his
sister, who accompanied him throughout the evenmg.

On Sunday morming the HSUMC (along wath
other groups in attendance) held their annual meetngs,
followed by two presentations. The first was by Mary
Kay Ricks, whose new book, Escape on the Fearl addreszes
the most ambitbous and dramatic escape attempt of
the Underground Railroad in Washington, D.C. Most,
if not all, of the enslaved persons who tried to escape
on The Pearl (a saibng ship) were Methodists. The
second was from John Tyson, who spoke about s
book, In the Adudst of Early AMathodion: Lady Humtingdon and
Hir Corrasbordmes, the winner of the 2007 Saddlebag
Selechon Award. We ended wath worship at Chevy
Chase UMC wath the Bev Dr Paul Chilcote preaching:
Alimures of the HSUMC Meeong wers printed in the
October 15sue of Mdathedist Mistory.

Go west, young

Methodist, go west!
Sex page 4 for informaion on the 2008 amual
meeting of the United Methodist Historical Society, fo
de feld i Mirchel] South Dakoto.
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Letter from the President

Fall greeangs from the beauaful colored mountains of Vermont. I
hope that vou all have the opportunity to ravel to New England during
the foliage season at least once in vour hifetimes.

Thiz will be the first letter I've written since we gathered in Cheuy
Chase, Md., in July for the 2007 annual meeang of our Society and
the celebration of the 500™ anniversary of the birth of Charles Wesley:
As vou'll read elsewhere in the newsletter, the Convocation was a huge
success and everyone who attended was richly blessed by the continuing
legacy left to us by Charles Wesley: T hope that vou have also had the
opportunmty to celebrate this special annmersary in vour local churches
and in your conferences.

The minutes of the anmual meeang appeared in the October 155ue of
Muthodist History, zo you may already be aware of the acoons that we have
taken. Two, m partcular, I would hke to pomt out. We voted to relieve
MMchael Peterdin of his duties as the Treasurer of the Society due to his
extended poor health which has made it impossible for him to attend our
annmual meeangs. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Michael
for his faithful service over the past two years as we made the oansinon to
a new measurer. T he membership elected Charles Yngoven to complete
Mhchael’s term.

Eill Bakeman, our first membership secretary, who keeps our
membership hist current and mails renewals, asked to be relieved of his
dunes after serving for more than five vears in this posinon. We also thank
Bill for hus faithful semace. Plal Lawton will be the new membership

SIEEI'E-EI'_E.-'.

With Phil’s move to the posifion of membership secretary, we are now
logking for someone with good computer slalls to manage the HSUMC
web site. We are very apprecianve of EKacherine Eline, a student at
West Virginia Umiveraby, who worked with Dale Patterson at GCAH to
redesign the site. We now need someone who will continue to work with
Dale to manage the site on an on-going basis. This individual does not
need to be responmible for content for the site, which will be provaded.
This 1= a volunteer position and the indnidual who becomes the web
master will be an ex-officio member of the Board. This means that there
1z no requirement to attend Board meenngs but the webmaster will always
be welcome at the meetings. If dhs 15 of mterest to anvone who 15 reading
this or you could recommend someone who might do a good job, please
contact me at pajt8817@acl com, or B02-888-2185. As we do more and
more business via electronic commumicanon, this poninon will become
mereasingly important for the growth of our Society I imate you to pray
about this to see if God might be caling you to this important ministry:

Bv the time that vou recemve this letter we will be approaching the
season of Advent and a new Christian year. I pray for each of you thac
vou might have a meanmgful and blessed Advent and Christmas season.

Grace and peace,
Pat Thompson
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Tour of
“Methodist
Firsts® in
Washington,
D.C.

Fifth Church of Christ Seientist,
wich worships in b 1829
building constructed by the
Congress Sreet Adethodist
Protestant congrepation, the
eariiest MPC in the DE avea.

Jane Dionapan spoke on the Moty of Dumbartem UG, the oldert Adethodict comgrepation in the  Grave off William Hatter, the fid
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A word from the General Secretary:

As I near the end of mv second
year in this poaton, I have so
enjoved traveling around the
church seeing long ame friends
and making new friends. The
travel schedule wall slow some now
but since the sprng I have helped
lead a Wesley Hertage Tour,
attended the annual meeang of the
Commission and participated in
the Sixith Historical Convocation,
attended the Oxford Institute of
AMethodist Theclogical Studies, a
conference on Methodist Identioes
at Wesley House in Cambrdge,
the Connectional Table and
General Council on Finance and
Adrmmsoraton, and the Executve
Commuttes of the World Methodist

Moments from

our Past

b Lyle Johmscon

Interesting Legislation from
ME General Conferences
feomtinued fiom the Fuly 2007 issue)
1888: Mhnisters were allowed o
remain five years in a charge.

1900: GC refused to approved
Ladies” Asd presidents and similar
societes membership in the
guarterly conference.

1908: GC “challenged” every

hiechodist vorer to cast his ballot

tor the suppreszion of the saloon.
(Editor’s note: some Methodists
back then in two of my churches
left the Methodist church to start
Preshyterian churches across
town 2o they could drink without
feeling gunley)

1924: Laymen were approved as

delegates to their annual conference.

The consatutonal amendment was
rejected by anmual conferences vote.
| Source: Encyelopedia of Forld
Adethodirm, 1974

Council m Anstralia. I debvered
addreszes o the Southeastern
Junsdicaon Preservanon Workshop
and the Historical Society of the
Greater New Jersey Conference.

I have begun, with Dale
Patterson, to consader adverasmg
for a part ome reference archivist to
bepin in mid-winter. We have faced
agmficant staff reductions when
funding looked very uncertain. We
believe that we can restore a part
tome posinon of about 21 hours
per week. The primary duey will
be to respond to research requests
and assasting research patrons at
the Archives Center Qualificanons
should melude Archival Ceroficanon
or an MI5/AMA m History degree
or 3 years of full-ome archival
experience or equivalent. Contact
me for further inf armanon at

The web site upgrade 1= sall
in progress and should be up
and runming by mid winter Be
watching for an anmouncement
about the Histonical Society
and the Conference archivists’

list serve. Onee the new site 15

functioning I am hoping to create
distribuaon hists including all thoze
mterested in this work for more
timely commumicagon. If you want
to get on the current hst serve for
the Historical Society vou can go to
wwwi.gcah org/ discussionhst hm.

The lep=lanon thar the General
Commizsion sent on to General
Coonference 13 very modest this
ttme. We are supgesting adding
language to remind the Conference
secretaries that owo paper copies of
conference journals are to be sent
to appropriate depositories. Also,
the Commussion approved Long’s
Barn in Pennsylvania a= a Heritage
Landmark, calling to mind the
famous meeting of Philip Orterbein
and Maran Boehim.

You may have heard me share
the words of Isasah 30:8, “"Go mow,
write 1t before them on a tablet, and
mscribe 1t in a book, so that 1t may
be for the dme o come as a witness
forever.™ We work so we do not
forget the witness of thoze who have

gone before us.

- Ru]:r:rt‘]. Wilhiam=

Reference Archivist position available at GCAH

This 15 2 permanent part-time posigon at 21 hours per week The
person reports to the Archnase-Becord: Administrator The primary duty
1z responding to research requests that come into the Archives; as well as
assisting research patrons at the Archives. The Reference Archnnst wall
partcipate in the creagon of the Archives’ findmg aids, and other catalogs,
by ediong them for readabilicy and for approprate subject classficanon.
The Reference Archmist will also direct amy student research asustants.

The Reference Archivise must have excellent wnting and
commumcaton sklls. She or he must be able to work m a small office
emironment thar requires multi-taskang and rapid response. The person
will be expected to become competent in United Methodist history in
particular and American relipious history in general. The Beference
Archiist responds conecisely to research requests and muades the patrons to
:Fpmpmte resources. | he person should have or develop awareness of
appropriate cataloging techmiques and be able to use EAD and DACS in

creanng finding aids.

Fequirements: Archival Ceraficaton, or an MLS/MA in History
degree, or 3 vears of full-ame archival expertence. hMust be comfortable
with computer technolopy, mcluding the use of databases, word proceszing,
mmage scanmng and the creation of web pages and xml documents.

3

continued on page &



Reference Archivist position
available at GCAH
comtimued from page 5

The CGeneral Commizznion on
Archives and History [wwwgcah.
org] 1= the official archival agency
of The United Methodist Church.
It houses approcamately 9,000
cubic feet of records covenng
the 200+ year history of United
MMethodism. It is located on the
campus of Drew University, an
historic United MMethodist school,
mn Madison, New Jersey;, and shares
its space with Drew University’s
rencwned hethodist ibrary and
rare book collecaon. GCAH 1=
an equal oppormumiy, affirmatve
action emplover. Salary bepins at
£25,000 per vear. Send resume
along with 3 names of reference
to: Dr. Robert Williams, GCAH,
PO Box 127, Madison, NJ 07540
or by email to rwilliams{@igeah.
org. Deadline for apphcation:
December 13, 2007.

HSUMC to meet tn South Dakota in 2008

A jomt comvocation of the Historical Society of the Umted Methodist
Church and the North Central Junsdicdonal Commuission on Archives
and History wall be held July 7-10, 2008 on the campus of Dakota
Weslevan Unmversity, Mitchell, SD.

Convocagon attendees will tour the George and Eleanor MeGovern
Library and Center for Leadership and Public Sermace and Senator
MeGovern, a hfe-long United Methodise, will speak at the conmvocation
We will alzo zee the Unversity’s new hbrary, which houses the archives for
the Dakotas Conference.

Deborah Kiesey, Bichop of the Dakotas, will preach at the opemng
worship service. Other presenters will mclude Dir Stephen Perry (to speak
on “Wrinong the History of the Dakomas Annual Conference: Who should
be included?”); Dir Bruce Forbes (A History of Chnstmas Tradibons");
Lon Holmberg (“Dakota Dhscovery Mussum and its Methodist
Connection™); James MceLaird (“Calaraty Jane and the Methodises™);
and the Bev Scott McEirdy A, B. Smart, Pioneer Preacher™). Also
scheduled are buziness ses=sions, tours, 2 buffalo barbecue, and muzical
entertainment.

Regstraton materials will be provided in the January 2008 1ssue of
Historian’s Digest.

See you in South Dakota!l!
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